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It's no longer redistricting conjecture: Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee boss Steve Israel today chatted up Kathleen Rice, the Nassau County DA who lost a brutal 2010 primary for state AG, to gauge her interest in challenging Rep. Peter King. 

"Israel personally approached Rice on on the idea and she said she would think about it," a Democratic source told me. A second source confirmed the party's interest in having Rice possibly go up against King.

Rice spox Eric Phillips woudn't comment on any private discussions, but said Rice and King "are very close allies and they speak regularly. District Attorney Rice is not only a progressive but someone with a deep and broadening network of supporters and a proven ability to get votes from across the political aisle. It wouldn't be surprising that people are interested in her serving on a larger level."

King, chairman of the powerful House Committee On Homeland Security, tells me he's unfazed by the prospect of running against Rice -- or anyone -- even in a redrawn NY-2.

"Generally, we have a very cordial and friendly relationship," he said of Rice. "I don't take any election for granted. I take every race seriously, but even under the court [redistricting] plan, I'm very confident that I would win."

There are a few reasons, offhand, why Rice might be an interesting candidate to the DCCC, but a race against King wouldn't be all bunnies and cupcakes either. A few thoughts:

Rice is a skilled raiser of campaign cash, but the money she's got on hand can't be rolled over for use in a federal race, while King has over $2 million at his disposal.
Both Rice and King are well known on Long Island, but King's reach is certainly broader and more national and even international. (There was even a moment, although missable if you blinked, where there was chatter about a King run for President.)
King's position as Homeland Security chair gives him lots of that influence and exposure, but some of his Congressional hearings, such as those on the radicalization of American Muslims, engendered serious ill will.
They've developed their cred in different arenas, surely, but both King and Rice would clearly be expected to make law-and-order arguments for their respective candidacies.
It's rarely about gender alone -- obviously it wasn't when Rice lost the 2010 AG primary to Eric Schneiderman --  but certainly there are voters and donors who might like to see a female candidate added to the ranks.
Will it happen? Wait and see... I'm sure I'll be running a few more items like this before those maps and ballots get printed for real.
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